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FUR  CATCH  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES,  1959 
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The  State  game  and  conservation  commissions  have  supplied  reports  of 
wild  fur  catch  by  trappers  for  the  1958-59  season  to  make  this  summary 
of  wild  fur  pelts  marketed.   Connecticut,  Illinois,  New  Jersey,  and  Vermont 
were  unable  to  give  the  data,  and  a  report  was  not  received  from  Arizona. 

The  figures  are  estimates  in  many  cases.  Many  trappers  do  not  reply 
to  questionnaires.   Nevada  estimates  its  report  probably  85  percent  complete. 
New  Mexico  received  replies  from  50  percent  of  trappers  licensed.   In  the 
States  using  reports  of  resident  fur  buyers,  it  is  not  always  possible  to 
estimate  the  number  of  pelts  sold  outside  the  State.  West  Virginia  reports 
pelts  purchased  by  licensed  fur  dealers,  but  states  possibly  two  or  three 
times  that  amount  were  sold  outside  the  State.   In  Massachusetts  approxi- 
mately 20  percent  were  sold  outside  the  State.   In  1960,  Georgia  initiated 
a  program  requiring  trappers  to  report  their  fur  catch,  and  the  data  given 
herein  are  estimated  on  the  basis  of  the  later  season. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  States  will  continue  to  accumulate  data,  from  the 
available  sources,  relative  to  the  annual  fur  harvest  and  its  economic  value, 
and  that  the  few  States  without  such  a  program  will  find  it  possible  to 
obtain  the  information. 

The  bountied  catch  was  eliminated  from  this  summary  unless  it  was  the 
only  data  available.  Michigan  and  Minnesota  report  a  limited  demand  for 
bountied  catch  given  herein.   There  was  no  market  for  coyote  in  Michigan. 

On  June  30,  1959,  after  providing  an  outlet  for  raw  fur  pelts  for  34 
years.  Sears,  Roebuck  and  Company  discontinued  their  raw  fur  buying  service 
due  to  curtailed  trapping  activity.   It  was  estimated  the  number  of  trappers 
this  season  was  less  than  20  percent  of  those  who  trapped  10  years  ago. 

Since  trappers  rely  largely  upon  country  collectors  and  dealers  as  an 
outlet  for  fur  pelts,  there  is  need  that  they  be  informed  of  the  names  and 
locations  of  raw  fur  buyers. 

Mink  continued  to  dominate  during  1959.   It  also  was  the  best  of  trim- 
ming furs  but  it  paved  the  way  for  the  increase  of  other  furs  in  trimming, 
such  as  beaver,  squirrel,  fox,  muskrat,  long-hair  raccoon,  opossum,  l3mx, 
fisher,  and  badger.   1959  is  on  record  as  a  peak  year  in  trimming  and  the 
variety  of  furs  used  for  this  purpose.   There  were  impressive  gains  in  per- 
fecting dyes,  thus  supplementing  nature  in  the  matter  of  color. 


WILD  FUR  ANIMAL  CATCH  BY  STATES,  1958-59 


STATE 


Badger 


Bassarisk 
(RingtaU  Cat) 


Beaver 


Bobcat 


Coyote 


Fisher 


Blue 


Fox 


Gray,  Red 
and  Cross 


Silver  White 


Fur  Seal 


(Canadian) 


Alabama 

Alaska 

Pribilof  Isls 

Arizona  1/ 

Arkansas 


California 

Colorado  ...•••• 
Connecticut  l/. 
Delaware.  ...7.. 
Florida 


Georgia 

Idaho 

Illinois  l/. 
Indiana. .7.. 
Iowa 


Kansas.. . . 
Kentucky. . 
Louisiana. 
Maine  3/.. 
Maryland. . 


Massachusetts. 

Michigan 

Minnesota 

Mississippi. . . 
Missouri 


Montana 

Nebraska 

Nevada 

New  Hampshire  3/. 
New  Jersey  l/. . . . 


New  Mexico 

New  Tork 

North  Carolina... 

North  Dakota 

Ohio 


Oklahoma 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania. . . 
Rhode  Island... 
South  Carolina. 


South  Dakota. 
Tennessee. .  • . 

Texas 

Utah 

Vermont  l/. . . 


Virginia 

Washington.... 
West  Virginia. 

Wisconsin 

penning 


TOTAL 


81 


58 
113 


70 
313 


109 

213 

10 


31 


2U 
2 

1 
85 


4,500 
33 


NOS 
17 


5,881 


62 


22 


5,U0 


5,530 


632 
U,712 


91 

1,779 
NOS 


470 
8,497 

26 
2,289 

223 


6,819 


323 
15,646 
19,858 

540 
1,950 

12,650 
6,705 
1,165 
1,586 


1,018 
6,047 

'2I397 


9,786 
5,855 

U 

2,500 

4,2a 


NC64/  9,829 
633 
11,515 
3,226 


18 

U2 
328 


300 

12 
802 


24 


13 

16 
15 


46 

6 
70 


8 
126 
198 


200 

2/  717 

~    150 

7 

1,180 

90 

303 

5 


663 

"24 
14 


3 
1,1S8 


650 

4 

52 

1,052 


1,673 
2 

104 


2/  3,627 
?/  1, 528 


159 

2,003 

41 


32 


44 


271 


600 


65 


163 


NOS 


305 


NOS 


NOS 


192 


NOS 


NOS 


NOS 


29 


22 

723 


308 

127 
7 


1,500 

98 
10 

'"152 
1,279 

3 
281 

33 
250 

76 

20 

7,800 

2/  44,463 

310 
628 

123 
416 

'   *33 


270 

329 

2,701 

854 

21 

162 

1,685 

25 
200 

16,000 

188 

612 

60 


483 

53 

121 


51 


17 


593 


3/  58,251 


605 


32 


NOS 
2 


153,022 


10,019 


9,730 


500 


29 


82,177 


17 


593 


58,251 


643 


NOS  -  No  open  season. 


1/     The  following  States  unable  to  give 
Arizona  report  not  received. 


fur-catch  data;     Connecticut,    Illinois,  New  Jersey,   and  Vermont. 
2/     Number  of  fur  animals  bountied,   but  no  report  of  pelts  sold. 


WILD  FUR  ANIMAL  CATCH  BY  STATES,  1958-59 


STATE 


Uarten 


Mink 


Uuskrat 


Nutria 


Opossum 


Otter 


Raccoon 


Skunk  & 
Civet  Cat 


Squirrel 


Weasel 


Timber 
Wolf 


Wolverine 


Alabama 

Alaska 

Pribilof  Isls 

Arizona  1/ 

Arkansas 


2,368 


6,550 
10,A37 


10,275 
43,289 


1,420 


California 

Colorado  

Connecticut  l/. 
Delaware.  ...7.. 
Florida 


75 


24,310 

1.597 
75 


20,227 

60,675 
29,339 


Georgia 

Idaho 

Illinois  l/. 
Indiana..  7.. 
Iowa 


628 


Kansas.... 
Kentucky. . 
Louisiana. 
Maine  3/. . 
Maryland. . 


Massachusetts. 

Michigan 

Minnesota 

Mississippi. . . 
Missouri 


Montana 

Nebraska 

Nevada 

New  Hampshire  3/. 
New  Jersey  l/. ... 


NOS  4 


NOS 


275 


New  Mexico 

New  York 

North  Carolina. 
North  Dakota. . , 
Ohio 


Oklahoma 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania. . . 
Rhode  Island. . . 
South  Carolina. 

South  Dakota. . . 

Tennessee 

Texas 

Utah 

Vermont  1/ 


95 


32 


Virginia 

Washington. ... 
West  Virginia. 

Wisconsin 

%oming 


504 


NOS 


TOTAL 


3,982 


20 
50 

957 
3,223 


28,000 


4,877 
13,308 

1,740 
12,213 
88,365 

2,130 
338 

961 

16, 500 

56,897 

16,840 

8,210 

6,271 

7,120 

150 

1,052 


8,212 
8,998 
5,931 

1,629 
2,762 
6,551 
245 
4,600 

1,500 

6,108 

771 

389 


1,853 

4,577 

822 

32,660 

713 


372,515 


4,420 
79,569 


166, 561 
130,668 

27,  lU 

69,282 

1,302,606 

18,980 

147,995 

56,122 

194,000 

221,675 

8,450 

53,182 

27,779 

83,294 

9,939 

8,431 


461,  3U 
52 


1,817 


119,598 

U,379 

680,942 

2,397 

53,767 

407,113 

5,234 

1,500 

20,000 
83,751 
61,888 
16,307 


96 


38 


28 


121,3U 
27,598 
23,209 

495,400 
1,666 


1,939,782 


462,950 


270 


11,532 
58 


500 
1,500 

492 


1,682 
953 

3,206 
2,318 
3,660 

488 


3,500 

801 

3,840 

12,798 


1,885 


2,124 

4,151 

7,232 

31 

4,160 

750 

100 
4,725 
1,776 


2,598 

*  777 
2,377 


80,284 


193 
1,657 


4,850 


82 


50 
1,000 

54 
123 


56,158 

1.070 
193 

1,000 
5,000 

1,940 
509 


5,166 

416 

99 

74 
836 
549 

50 


40 


16 

124 


52,928 
29,361 

18,176 
8,494 

68,139 
1,U7 
5,427 

2,071 

218,000 

15,417 

16,245 

77,963 

509 
7,862 

40 
1,488 


175 


215 
1,029 


254 


25 
350 


NOS 


209 
615 


23,389 

4,536 

121,582 

6,174 

1,499 

25,706 

169 

2,500 

10,000 

7,867 

17,265 


1,097 


8,316 

2,U9 

5,529 

49,700 

69 


60 


2,380 

577 
186 


500 

63 

270 

339 
3,698 

3,971 
1,134 

623 
76 

394 

15 

2,800 

7,171 

300 

2,592 

2,209 

2,558 

46 

5 


420 

764 
4,215 
2,250 

3,026 
370 

5,016 
210 


1,392 

1,551 

81 


4,494 
172 
559 

2,201 
230 


610 


27 
2,207 


12 

8 
228 


100 


5 

929 


14,323 


880,612 


58,918 


250 
181 

169 
208 


585 
99 

78 

3,600 

12,961 


35 

830 

115 

5 

76 


5/  1,053,700 


215 
2,028 
1,274 


96 

2,366 

32 


500 
50 


88 


5/  1,376,200 


142 

355 

59 

5,042 

29 


227 


% 


i/   122 


2,430,510  3li,98U 


2/ 


NOS 


358 


3/  Maine  and  New  Hampshire:  Calendar  year  1959.  Pribilof  Islands:  Official  take  of  fur  seals  calendar  year  1959. 

4/  Washington:  Beaver  taken  by  State. 

5/  Squirrel:  Taken  by  hunters  only  in  New  York.  No  report  of  pelts  sold. 
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